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Free Children’s Book and Learning Festival Returns to Downtown DC
with Authors, Hands-On Activities and More

WASHINGTON, DC — Families can spend a Saturday surrounded by stories, creativity and
learning when the Children’s Book and Learning Festival returns to downtown DC on Saturday,
September 19, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Woodrow Wilson Plaza.

Part of Capital Book Fest, the free festival is presented by the education nonprofit, Turning the
Page and is supported by the Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center and
DowntownDC BID.

The event will bring together eight children’s authors, including six members of the Children’s
Book Guild of Washington, DC, for author meet-and-greets, book signings and interactive art
activities inspired by their books. Families will have opportunities to meet the authors, get
creative and discover new stories together. View the full list of participating authors here.

Community organizations and authors will turn the plaza into a hub for hands-on learning and
exploration. Highlights include:

o Austin K. Graff, creator of the first guide to all 131 DC neighborhoods and author of 771
Places for Kids in Washington, DC That You Must Not Miss, will lead a scavenger hunt
around the Plaza, giving young explorers a chance to discover something new.

e Author Desaray Mnyandu will bring her picture book Imbila’s Tale to life with a creative
craft activity. Children can use pom-poms, pipe cleaners, beads and markers to design a
tail for Imbila, the book’s main character.

e Journalist and author Karen Leggett Abouraya, will invite children to decorate camels
and create collage paper dolls inspired by the colorful collage illustrations in her books.

o The National Building Museum will invite young builders to create their own structures
using foam pieces and Magna-Tiles, inspired by Iggy Peck, Architect by Andrea Beaty.

 Urban Adventure Squad will lead outdoor activities focused on birds, trees and other
species found around DC. Kids can even create and take home their favorite local critter.

e The Giving Square will help families discover and review children’s books.

e Shout Mouse Press, will connect families with youth authors from its Beyond Borders
bilingual children’s book series through a quick writing and drawing activity.
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o Participants can create their own beaded bookmarks with host organization Turning the
Page, a fun keepsake to take home.

e Families can also look forward to activities and appearances from Readability, Step
Afrika! and DowntownDC BID, with additional programming throughout the day.

In addition to the programming, the Carpe Librum pop-up bookstore will offer thousands of
gently used books for $7 or less, with proceeds benefiting Turning the Page’s education
programs in DC.

What: Capital Book Fest: Children's Book and Learning Festival

When: Saturday, Sept. 19, 2026 from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m. Activities through 3 p.m.; book sale
through 5 p.m.

Where: Woodrow Wilson Plaza at Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center

1300 Pennsylvania Avenue, NW
Metro: Federal Triangle Station
Parking: Public Garage at RRB/ITC

Who: Free and open to the public

Families are encouraged to RSVP through Eventbrite, but registration is not required to attend.

More information about the Children’s Book and Learning Festival is available at
https://turningthepage.org/childrensfestival/.
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Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center (RRB/ITC)

Ronald Reagan Building and International Trade Center is a dynamic hub for government,
business, culture and community, in the heart of the nation’s capital. As the first and only federal
building dedicated to both public and private use, the RRB/ITC is the official World Trade Center
Washington, DC (WTCDC), and a premier conference and event venue with executive office
space, attractions, dining, retail, parking, and community activities. Visit rrbitc.com or follow us
@ReaganITCDC. TCMA (A Drew Company) is the exclusive manager of Ronald Reagan
Building and International Trade Center (RRB/ITC). For more information, visit
drewcompany.com.

Turning the Page

Turning the Page engages Washington, DC public school parents as educators in resource-rich
programming, sharing opportunities for parents to become active participants in their child’s
education. They aim to build a community of parents, caregivers, public schools, and community
partners, leading to improved academic performance and social-emotional well-being. For more
information, visit turningthepage.org. Turning the Page’s Carpe Librum initiative raises valuable
funds for Turning the Page programs by selling used books, CD, DVDs, and vinyl records
donated by the community. They host outdoor pop-up book sales in the DC area throughout
spring, summer, and autumn.
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